This paper compiles sources of information dealing with environmental toxicology. Special emphasis has been put on information available from various computer databases and support networks. The information compiled will be useful for professionals entering the regulatory agencies as toxicologists or environmental health scientists.
INTRODUCTION NFORMATION RESOURCES IN TOXICOLOGY have been documented.(l.?) It is necessary for
I toxicologists to use some of these resources to address effectively environmental contamination problems. This paper compiles selected sources of information dealing with problems relating to toxicology. Particular emphasis has been put on information available from various computer databases and support networks dealing with environmental toxicology. According to Klaassen, Toxicology is defined as the study of the adverse effects of chemicals on living organisms. Environmental toxicology usually designates the study of the effects of pollutants on wildlife and how this might affect the ecosystem; however, it is sometimes used to designate toxicologic evaluations made in the interest of humans but dealing with environmental pollutants. (3) For this compilation paper, environmental toxicology stresses the latter part of the above definition. It includes the toxicology and regulatory aspects of chemical contaminants found in the environment (air, food, and water). The information compiled here is of particular interest for professionals entering regulatory agencies as toxicologists or environmental health scientists. A part of the information compiled in this paper has been presented elsewhere.14) INFORMATION 
Directory of Information Resources Online (DIRLINE)
The Directory of Information Resources Online database is produced by the National Library of Medicine. It is an Online directory of over 15,000 resource centers and organizations that respond to public inquiries in their areas of expertise. It provides the name and address of the organization, scope of coverage, and the type of service provided. Accessible from: National Library of Medicine.
HAZARDLINE
The HAZARDLINE database includes information on over 3,000 chemicals. It provides information on handling and disposal of hazardous materials. The database is developed and maintained by Occupational Health Services, Secaucus, NJ. Accessible from: Bibliographic Retrieval Services.
Hazardous Substances Data Bank (HSDB)
The 
integrated Risk information System (IRIS)
The Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS), an online database of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), provides risk assessment and regulatory information on chemical substances. This database contains summaries of hazard, dose-response assessment, and reference citations on chemicals. The database also provides risk assessment information such as reference doses (RfD) and carcinogenicity assessments (i.e., slope factors and unit risks). The health assessment information contained in IRIS is peer reviewed by an interdisciplinary review group of EPA scientists. Accessible from: Dialcom Inc., or Public Health Network (PHN) of Public Health Foundation
MEDLARS ONLINE (MEDLINE)
This comprehensive bibliographic database provides information in the field of biomedical sciences compiled from over 3,000 national and international journals and periodicals. It contains over 5 million records that are updated monthly. The database is developed and maintained by the National Library of Medicine. Its files go back to 1966; however, most of the abstracts are available on the items entered since 1975. Accessible from: National Library of Medicine, Dialog Information Service, Inc. or Bibliographic Retrieval Service.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH TECHNICAL IN-FORMATION CENTER (NIOSHTIC) DATABASE
The NIOSHTIC database coverage dates back to 1973 and is updated quarterly. The database contains over 142,000 records. Toxicologic information is obtained from over 400 periodicals and thousands of monographs and technical reports. This database provides information on all aspects of occupational health and safety. The database is produced and maintained by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. Accessible from: Dialog Information System, Inc., or Orbit Search Service
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Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Substances (RTECS)
The Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Substances is produced by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). It contains toxicologic information on over 90,000 chemicals. The database includes information on threshold limit values, general toxicity, carcinogenicity, mutagenicity, and reproductive consequences data. The data are organized into substance identification and toxicologic effects. The database is updated quarterly. Accessible from: National Library of Medicine via the TOXNET System.
Toxicology Information Online (TOXLINE)
The Toxicology Information Online database is produced by the National Library of Medicine and is a collection of over 2 million bibliographic references. It contains pharmacological, biochemical, physiological, and toxicologic effects of drugs and other chemicals. Most of the citations contain abstracts and/or indexing terms and CAS registry numbers. The database is updated monthly. Accessible from: National Library of Medicine.
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
